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2018 Wisconsin FFA Alumni Convention
The 38th Wisconsin FFA Alumni Convention was held February 9-10 at the Paper Valley Hotel & Convention Center and Fox
Valley Technical College in Appleton. There were 300 people who attended the convention and participated in a wide array of
activities, including tours, workshops, meetings and auctions. National FFA Alumni Executive Director Joshua Rusk share d all
of the updates and changes going on at the national level with those in attendance and Regional Board Member Zach Classen
gave greetings on behalf of National FFA and Alumni.
Numerous awards were presented at the convention. Winning the website contest was Sauk Prairie. Stoughton won the
newsletter contest. Mary Handrich from Denmark was recognized as outstanding agriculture educator.
80 chapters were recognized for membership growth., 33 at the Bronze level, 17 at the Silver level and 30 at the Gold level.
Chilton was recognized as the VO Martinson award recipient for greatest membership increase of 104 members and also the
Eagle Award recipient for greatest percentage of membership increase with a 246 % increase. Janesville was named the Ann
Martinson award chapter for the greatest increase of lifetime members.
The Black River Falls and Lakeside Lutheran FFA Alumni chapters received chapter support grants. Denmark was named State
Level Outstanding Chapter. Marshfield and Stoughton were named as Gold rated national outstanding chapters to be forwarded to national competition. Outstanding achievement awards went to John Arneson of Stoughton and Greg Lincicum of
Juda. The Team Ag Ed Distinguished Contributor Award went to Agropur.
New council members elected at the convention include Rudy Kaderly - Vice President and Section Representatives: Section
1 David Clausen, Section 2 Caleb Green, Section 4 Nick Huffman, Section 7 Cindi Freidhof, Section 8 Bobbie Jo Montgomery,
Section 9 Sara Bertram and Section 10 Gene Hetebrueg. Moving to the position of President is Mark Ladsten, President Elect
is Cari Sabel and Dan Follendorf moved to Past President. Retiring from their terms as section representatives were Gwen
Dado, Bill Lien, Herman Seebandt, Candie Lehto, Ellen Cary, Tim Spoke and Julie Spoke. Those continuing their current term
are Section 1 Kim Scholz, Section 2 Brenda Franklin, Section 3 Brian Buchholz, Section 5 Nick Lowe, Section 6 Matt Damm and
Bobbi Jo Kunz, Section 7 Amy Penterman, Section 8 Ken Natzke, Section 9 Terri Wilfert and Section 10 Amy Voigt.
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Council Corner
Meet the 2018-19
Wisconsin FFA Alumni
Vice President, Rudy
Kaderly
FFA has always been a part of my life. Starting
from watching my older brothers being active in
FFA to my senior year when I was the chapter vice
president of the Juda FFA and a member of the
state champion FFA dairy judging team. The following year, I went to Kansas City and received my
American Degree. Upon graduation from the University of Wisconsin Short Course, I started my 30year career with Select Sires. It was when I was
helping a local FFA member with his dairy project
that I met his sister at the county fair. Judy and I
have been married for 40 years and have four sons
and four grandchildren. Because of my job, not only did I get to work with dairy farmers in Wisconsin,
but we also lived in Iowa for 8 years and on the
west coast for 14 years in the state of Oregon.

am the chapter secretary. In 2015, I received the
Honorary Chapter Degree from the Juda FFA. The
past 2 years I have been the Section 5 representative on the state council. Communication and a
strong focus on helping local alumni chapters is a
priority. Some of my goals as Vice President are:


Make better use of our committees on the state
council.



Improve the state website usage by having ideas and ways to improve FFA chapters in membership, assisting Ag Instructors, and ideas for
moneymaking projects.



Recruit more graduating FFA Members to join
the Alumni.



Encourage more Alumni chapters to make use
of the available grants and awards.



Educate parents on the many benefits of FFA.

Strong and active FFA Alumni Chapters make for
successful FFA Chapters. This past year I was fortunate to sell my business so I am retired. I will be
able to dedicate the time and effort that the position of the Wisconsin State Vice President deserves
I have always felt it is important to be a member of and I look forward to working with everyone.
and be active in local community clubs. I have
Thank You 2018Wisconsin FFA
been the president of the Juda Wisconsin Jaycees,
the president of the Calmar Iowa Lions, the presiAlumni Convention Sponsors!
dent of the Stayton Oregon Kiwanis, and the president of the Beloit Wisconsin Kiwanis.
Diamond ($ 2500 +)
We moved back to Wisconsin in 2002 where Judy
and I purchased a property management company
in Beloit Wisconsin. Being a landlord for the next
14 years has been quite a challenge and learning
experience. In 2010, our lives came full circle when
we purchased my parent’s house and moved back
to Juda. I have served as the president of the Juda
Alumni FFA Alumni for three years and presently I

Denmark FFA Alumni

Star ($ 1500 - $ 2499)
Brenda Scheil

Platinum ($ 1000 - $ 1499)
Bonduel FFA Alumni
CASE IH (Corporate)
Fox Valley Technical College, Agriculture Division
Ken Seering, Past National & State President
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our diverse, positive, community committed organization to provide resources to support youth development and leadership.

be able to receive the newsletter and other pertinent information.

2019 Wisconsin FFA Alumni
Convention Planning Begins
Sections 1, 2, 3 and 7 are busy working to plan and
organize the next state FFA Alumni convention. The
event will be held February 8 - 9, 2019 at the Holiday Inn & Convention Center in Stevens Point. Mark
your calendars and save the date. We are excited
for all of the activities that are being planned.

Membership Deadline
Approaches

Also, if any chapter wants to begin paying the affiliation fee rather than the annual dues for each individual member, the deadline for next year is July 1.
Please contact the state office if you have any questions.
All dues and member contact information should be
sent to:

Wisconsin FFA Alumni
W2680 US Hwy 10
Granton, WI 54436

Lifetime Membership Dues to
Increase in 2018-19, Drive for
Life Members Currently On

The Wisconsin FFA Alumni has a lifetime membership campaign currently underway, as nationals has
This is a reminder that all FFA rosters are due to the announced that lifetime membership will increase
state office, postmarked by May 1. The actual mem- by 40 dollars beginning August 1. That is even a
bership year begins at the National level August 1
month sooner than we originally anticipated. The
dues are current $ 310 but they will raise to $ 350.
and runs through July 31. In order to ensure that
Wisconsin chapters are properly registered at the
It does not matter if you ever belonged to FFA or if
national level, we have the May 1 deadline.
you are currently involved in production agriculture.
We are encouraging chapters to begin submitting
All you need is an interest and belief in the adtheir rosters early in the fall for the 2018-19 year in vantages of agriculture education. The lifetime dues
order to ensure that members receive the full bene- go into special investment accounts and continue to
fits of their membership all year. Until the roster is keep giving, some of which come directly back to
Wisconsin students.
submitted by the state and approved by nationals,
membership is not valid. Therefore the sooner
Other Lifetime Membership Benefits Include:
chapter submit the better.
 Access to conferences
When members register it is vital that their
 Career connections
 $ 500 cash discount for some Dodge vehicles
individual profiles are updated to include current
mailing addresses and emails. Since we no longer
 Nationwide LaQuinta Hotel discounts
 Knowledge that you are impacting FFA members
have hard copy newsletters being mailed, the only
across the state and nation
form of communication is through the email, both at
the state and national levels. If your email is not
If you already paid annual membership, we can adjust it for you. Contact us at
provided or the one listed is incorrect, you will not
execdir@wisconsinffaalumni.org.
We strive to be Wisconsin’s premier Agriculture Education advocate with FFA Alumni support in every community. We envision
our diverse, positive, community committed organization to provide resources to support youth development and leadership.

The Wisconsin FFA Foundation Golf Outings Coming Soon
We have been asked to share a great opportunity for FFA Alumni chapters and members to get involved.

Calendar of Events
May
June

July

September

1
11-14
13
24-28
1
10-12
14-15
16
17
23
21-22
21

Final Alumni Membership Deadline
State FFA Convention – Madison
PM Alumni Council Meeting at Madison
WAAE’s PDC – Appleton
Award Applications Due to National FFA Alumni
Farm Technology Days – Wood County
Region 3 – Regional Development Conference – North Dakota
Wisconsin FFA Foundation Northwest Golf Outing – Northwest
Wisconsin FFA Foundation Northeast Golf Outing – Northeast
Wisconsin FFA Foundation Southern Golf Outing - Southern
Regional Development Conference – Madison, Wisconsin
State Council Meeting as part of RDC

We strive to be Wisconsin’s premier Agriculture Education advocate with FFA Alumni support in every community. We envision
our diverse, positive, community committed organization to provide resources to support youth development and leadership.

