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Upcoming Dates

April 1 - Final Deadline for
Submitting FFA Membership
Need more time???
Contact Cheryl Zimmerman

April T, Ag Issues Registration Opens
April T............ Marketing Plan Registration Opens
April 17.............. State CDE at Madison College
April 15............. MS Essays Due

April 21.............. National Chapter Award Due
April 21.............. 3 Star Leadership Award Due
April 22.............. Talent Applications Due

April 24.............. State CDE UW-Madison

April 24.............. State Officer Applications Due
May T, Food for America Apps Due

June 15-18 - 97*" Wisconsin FFA Convention
Madison, Wisconsin
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2026 State FFA Officer Candidate Academy

With State Convention approaching, it will be time to elect a new state
officer team. The State Officer team has created academies for your students
who are interested in running to serve as a State Officer.

Here are the details about each session...

Session 1| Year Overview
DATE & TIME: March 31 @7:00 PM
OVERVIEW:

Session 2 | Process Overview
DATE & TIME: April 7 @7:00 PM
OVERVIEW:

Session 3 | Stakeholders
DATE & TIME: April 14 @7:00 PM
OVERVIEW:

Session 4 | Frequently Asked Questions
DATE & TIME: April 21 @7:00 PM
OVERVIEW:
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Wi$consin FFA Service rject

Hygiene Product Collection
Over 170 items were collected from FFA chapters
attending the EDGE and MISSION Conferences in
Steven Point. Thank you for the collection of these
_items to be donated to those in need.




SAEFORALL

Click on the newsletter icons below to read the March
editions!

Coreer Qrueeors Srier

From SAE to Career Success Stories from Industry Leaders! How does a
high school SAE shape a successful career? In the new SAEs \ngpiring
Carears videos, industry professionals share how their SAES Laid the
foundation for their careers in agriculture. These engaging videcs
highlight diverse career paths and showcase real-warld success stories
fram former FEA membiers whe credit their SAS experiences for helping
them get where they are today. Looking to incorporate them into the
cla: m? Check out thi L]

Alexis Nolden - Wisconsin Dells
Brenna Baboock - Fortage
Katie Koeppel - Msshicot
Noah Bestul - Dodgeland
Travis Spragise - Sun Praifie West
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https://nationalffaorganization.acemlnb.com/lt.php?x=4lZy~GDKUFbN6sKs-tE6ghJy16-gjQLuv-g2jnbIVqKgDa_7_Uy7xOdx132n-RVfjDZo3nPDJFXs6pB90.xHVOC-2HylkNf
https://www.canva.com/design/DAHDGbFd6ng/G9C6KHV00ju7qLYErnQKeQ/view?utm_content=DAHDGbFd6ng&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h02fe0045d2

A/ i Spanish Creed State Contest! ‘Q
"‘
The Wisconsin State FFA Spanish Creed competition will take
place at the State FFA Convention on Tuesday, June 14, 2026.
Students will register online for this contest. The Spanish
Creed is an invitational held at the National FFR Convention.
The Spanish Creed or El Credo de FFA that is to be used is
located on the National FFA Wehbsite. and on the Wi FFR website
on the FFA Creed web page.
The students will answer three questions just like the FFA
GCreed contest only in Spanish.

The top four individuals will be recognized on stage with a
plaque.
The winner will advance to the National FFA Spanish Creed
Invitational.
The second place individual may go if there are spots
available.
Please encourage your Spanish speaking FFR members to

participate in this contest! A 'I
4



https://www.ffa.org/creed-speaking/learn-the-ffa-creed-en-espanol/

Wisconsin FFA By the

# Numbers! #

FFA Membership.............. 25,8/16
American Degrees.................. PAIS
State Degrees........ennee 408
State StarsS.. e, 45
Proficiency Applications ..867
G =TT T 164
Discussion Meet ... 168
Employment Skills................. 260
Extemporaneous...................... 215
MS Quiz Bowl Teams.............. 122
Parll Pro TeamsS...eecceees 79
Prepared Speaking................. 166
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Convention Reminders

Day of Service Opportunities

Monday June 15, 2026
Off-Site Service Locations/
Onsite - Sleep in Heavenly Peace Bed-Building
Meals from the Heartland - Meal Packaging
Registration Available Soon

Leadership Development Events
Monday June 15, 2026
Parliamentary Procedure LDE Exam and Semi-Finals

Tuesday June 16, 2026
Spanish Creed Speaking Competition

Order of State FFA Degree Presentation

Starting with Section 6 - Chapters in Alphabetical Order
Keynote Speaker following State Degrees

Spotlight Stage
Continuing for a third year - the Wisconsin FFA Spotlight Stage!

Similar to National FFA’s Student Showcase, the Spotlight Stage provides a
chance for Wisconsin FFA members to share their projects and experiences in
FFA with others. It highlights opportunities in a whole new way!

This amazing opportunity will take place in Hall B of the Alliant Energy Center
on Wednesday, June 17 from 9am-1:30pm.

Do you have students interested in participating on the Wisconsin FFA
Spotlight Stage?

This year we are collecting participant interest using a Google Form. Students,

advisors, and chapters can indicate how they would like to be involved in the

Spotlight Stage Program. Watch for an email for the forms and information
to sign up!!
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Watch for more information coming soon...
State Convention Housing
Convention Schedule
Convention Registration and Tlcket Sales
Delegate Registration
Convention T-Shirt Sales

Keynote Speaker

Temple Grandin
Wednesday June 17
2:00 p.m. Session
following state degree

ceremony
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Wisconsin Association of FFA
/|c TIVATES March 12, 2026 Board of

w_ Directors Meeting Summary

1. State Officers recapped events they participated in since the February Board
Meeting.

2. Executive Director Update - Mrs. Zimmerman

a. Current FFA membership surpassing 25,000. Final membership deadline
is April Tunless a chapter requests an extension.

b. Leadership Conferences - FIRE at SWTC-Fennimore - 493 attended.
Preparations underway for EDGE and MISSION Conferences.

c. FFA band and chorus update. 105 band applications and 85 chorus
applications. Selections have been made.

3. Managing Director Update - Mrs. Crook

a. Provided updates on American and State Degree submissions, proficiency
awards, LDEs and CDEs.
b. Provided update on award/degree application review process.

4. Updates were provided by Mrs. Schutt, Wisconsin FFA Foundation; Ms.
Costello, Wisconsin FFA Alumni and Supporters and Gwen Boettcher, WAAE.

5. Evan Retzlaff - Constitution/Bylaws and Policies Committee Report. The
following Constitutional Amendments will come before the delegates at the
State FFA Convention.

a. Update Terminology - This motion is to clean up language so it is current to
what the Association is currently doing. No intent to change the meaning of the
items, just update terminology.

b. Degree Emblem Use - This motion is to update language so that it
matches National FFA constitution language. We need to be aligned.

c. Update Language Concerning Convention - This is another amendment
to clarify language no change of intent of item.

d._.Executive Director - This amendment adds the Executive Director into
language where it was missing.

e. Clarification of Language Concerning 5" grade members - This is again
for clarification and to align with the National FFA Constitution. There is no
request to change the grade level of membership.

f. State Convention Voting Delegates - This is the motion concerning the
requirement for voting delegates to have the chapter or state degree to be a
voting delegate.



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yQ4NwJd1E95itFriGqeiHPFwjhcgCE7-RIIM_2eUPKc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mBP7N7x5d8ltZEc5-zxpQXyuHV1Gtgt7o2ZzOSiv2FU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lFwEgxMZWuIAtnceNYeXon6u3MacpOY3/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115041792536171289372&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1m3339Oej7fSs-FG-a6HkiqSBzK4pckKe/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115041792536171289372&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bu0kqQkh-pyFd4H9dR1XaNM-splwVJ4F/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115041792536171289372&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11vjyOpEcpDB5Yrd3omp2cuor9ixk8hNX/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115041792536171289372&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JdtOZ690KFCZ3eaCC43oZutGXGQaVsdD/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115041792536171289372&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JdtOZ690KFCZ3eaCC43oZutGXGQaVsdD/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115041792536171289372&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JdtOZ690KFCZ3eaCC43oZutGXGQaVsdD/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115041792536171289372&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZRH0YOrbOXoYocrXYjiZyJ8hGZhprcwe/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115041792536171289372&rtpof=true&sd=true

g. Timeline of Submitting Constitutional Amendments - This amendment is
to move up the date for chapters to submit constitutional amendments from
March 1to February 1. This will allow the Board to review a month earlier so
information can be given to chapters earlier.

6. Brooke Luedtke, State Treasurer - Finance Committee Report. The
proposed 2026-27 FFA budget was approved by the Board. to send to the
delegates. The registration fees for the State FFA Convention will increase $5.00 for
2026. Membes and advisors will be $25.00 and guests will be $15.00

7. Parker Smith and Layten Sobieski -Membership Committee Report. The
committee is evaluating updating membership awards. No changes for 2026.

8. Taniele Ducommun and Ava Forde - Awards/Programs Committee Report.
The committee is working on upcoming state convention contests. They also
worked to increase publicity of awards and programes.

9. Corbyn Weber, State Reporter - Public Relations Committee Report.
Updates were given on very successful social media campaigns and increased
usage on all social media platforms.

10. Sam Mell and Harley Prill - Service Committee Report.

a. FFA Jackets for the Blue Legacy program will be presented at state
convention. Nominations have been received and will be reviewed for selection.
SHP will be involved in the State Convention service projects to make 80 beds
instead of 60. Tari Costello Day of Service Co-Chair works with this project. Meal
from the Heartland will again have meal packaging event at convention. Thank
you to the Wisconsin FFA Alumni and Supporters for a huge contribution to make
this possible. Amelia Hayden Day of Service Co-Chair is also working to secure the
number of sites for students to conduct service projects.

11.Max Luedtke and Amalia Draxler - Partners Committee Report.

12. Sectional LDEs were reviewed. Most Sectional LDEs are complete. Conduct of
Chapter Meeting and High School Quiz Bowl teams to be determined following
April 13 Section 9 LDE. (Delayed because of weather.)

13. The Board approved to move forward with the 2027 Changes to Awards and
Recognition.

14. The Board was asked for any further recommendations for Honored Adult
Recognition at State Convention.

15. Board approved the Proposal to increase Wisconsin Association of FFA
Dues from $5.50 to $8.00 and add $25 to each state level of affiliated
membership. This proposal come before the State Convention Delegates in the
setting of the 2026-2027 Dues.

16. The Board of Directors conducted a SWOT Analysis of the FFA Association to
be utilized at the upcoming Team Ag Ed meeting on March 20.



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uFZ3DHe0VyFEzqPCNjn2RrTmwYSvdfY1/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115041792536171289372&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bsEih05jdAR_uynLKGbY863i7tFPOWsJL3Azt90_wuE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bsEih05jdAR_uynLKGbY863i7tFPOWsJL3Azt90_wuE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bsEih05jdAR_uynLKGbY863i7tFPOWsJL3Azt90_wuE/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DDgHjRD4sxU1fXIUTocBLBqn247FZpGf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DDgHjRD4sxU1fXIUTocBLBqn247FZpGf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DDgHjRD4sxU1fXIUTocBLBqn247FZpGf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DDgHjRD4sxU1fXIUTocBLBqn247FZpGf/view?usp=sharing

State FFA Convention

17. Mrs. Zimmerman gave a State Convention update related to working with
the Alliant Energy Center, provided assignments to state officer advisors and
reviewed schedule changes. Updates were also provided on sessions and other
convention logistics. FFA Chorus practice will move back to the hotel for practice
and the band will move to the New Holland Pavilion.

18. Amalia Draxler and Evan Retzlaff reported on Delegate Operations. Final
committee topics were approved for convention committee meetings.

19. Max Luedtke reported on Meals Committee - speakers and programs.

20. Taniele Ducommun and Parker Smith reported on workshops.

21. Brooke Luedtke is working with the Past State Officer Committee.

22. Ava Forde reported on the plans for Decorations.

23. Layten Sobieski reported on work with Seating and Courtesy Corps

24. Mrs. Zimmerman asked for the state officer advisors to provide their
reservations for the Sparks by Hilton Hotel formerly Clarion as well as neighboring
hotels because of [imited space and different room configurations at the Sparks
Hotel.

25. Announcements were made about upcoming events and meeting was
adjourned.

Following the FFA Board meeting, the state FFA officer advisors conducted the
State FFA Degree review on Thursday evening and Friday.

[*FFA


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eJYm5dlinClp7qO7QqH9n0Yj_nyefKPWd6LvA1qL1xI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eJYm5dlinClp7qO7QqH9n0Yj_nyefKPWd6LvA1qL1xI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eJYm5dlinClp7qO7QqH9n0Yj_nyefKPWd6LvA1qL1xI/edit?usp=sharing

State Officer Banquet Mileage

Reimbursement

State Officers appreciate being invited to your FFA Chapter banquets or
award recognition programs to celebrate your members and chapter
accomplishments. Please feel free to contact them to schedule your
recognition event on their calendar as dates are filling fast.

State officers can provide greetings or a keynote - let them know the
time they have to speak. They can assist in handing out awards, meeting
with parents and alumni, thanking administration and sponsors or
wherever you need assistance in your awards program. State Officers
say that banquets are some of their best experiences to reconnect with
your members.

Just a reminder....We ask chapters to reimburse the state officers for
their travel expenses to your banquets. If you need an invoice, please let
your state officer know. Otherwise if you are willing to provide them
with a gas gift card or comparable gift, that works fine too.

We ask for your cooperation in this matter to support our officers during
their year of service in order that they can celebrate with your members
as the school year comes to a close. As an FFA Association, we thank
chapters for providing this needed financial assistance in helping
support our state officers with these expenses.

Thank you for inviting state officers to your events to join
in on the celebration.
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